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Overview

Justification for focus on MCH/HIV linkages
and integration

Definitions

Components of our strategy for linking and
Integrating

High priority areas for linkages and
integration, with examples from EGPAF’s
work
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Evidence for MCH/HIV
linkages and integration

Children have better health outcomes

= When HIV-infected adults are treated, HIV-exposed and
HIV-infected children have better outcomes (Leeper et al,
2010)

Reduction in maternal mortality

= Receiving HIV care and treatment can reduce maternal
mortality by an estimated 60,000 deaths per year (Hogan
MC et al, 2010)

Preventing unintended pregnancy
= Reducing unintended pregnancies can avert HIV infections

MCH services as gateway to HIV care and treatment

= Enrolling through MCH services can lead to increased
retention in care and treatment programs (Abrams et al,
2007)

www.pedaids.org
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linkages and integration

Aid in strengthening health systems

= Making connections to MCH policies, programs and
services which have been and continue to be the
bedrock of health systems

Contribute directly to achievement of the MDGs
= MGD 4: Reducing child mortality
= MGD 5: Improving maternal health

= MGD 6: Combating HIV/AIDS, malaria and other
diseases

www.pedaids.org
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Linkages

= Strategies for linking different kinds of MCH and HIV
policies, services, or operational programs to ensure
collective outcomes.

= Example:

= Effective referrals from one service to another delivered by
separate providers at different times in a well-coordinated
system

Integration

= Strategies that join together MCH and HIV policies,
services, or operational programs to ensure
comprehensive services.

= Example:

= Cross-training health providers to provide multiple services
in one location, or supporting multiple providers to offer
services in one location

www.pedaids.org
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Gaps and challenges

Inadequate attention to infant and child HIV testing as part
of well-baby and child health services

Missed opportunities to provide FP and other RH services
as part of routine post-partum services and to HIV positive
women enrolled in care and treatment programs

High proportions of women that do not access skilled
delivery care in a health facility

Weak health systems and limited capacity of health officials
to manage integrated services

National policies that are not integrated and that restrict the
ability of health care workers to deliver essential services

Lack of evidence and documentation concerning promising
strategies that can be scaled up

www.pedaids.org
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= Components of a strategy to link and
Integrate MCH and HIV services can
Include
1. Training and sensitization
2. Infrastructure improvements
3. Monitoring and evaluation

www.pedaids.org
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= I[mportance of linkages and integration to
staff and leadership at all levels

= Harmonization of training curricula for
health providers

= Cross-training of health providers and
program managers in MCH and HIV
services

www.pedaids.org
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= Policy-level

= Strategic planning and budgeting with
relevant stakeholders

= Service-delivery level
= |mproving patient flow
= Co-location of MCH and HIV services
= Effective referral systems

www.pedaids.org
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= Robust data collection and reporting
systems

= Routine sharing of program data
between MCH and HIV programs

= Joint problem solving and quality
Improvement measures to enhance
program performance

www.pedaids.org
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linking and integrating with HIV

= Reproductive health (including family
planning) for non-pregnant women who are
either pre-conception or postpartum

= Maternal health, including ANC, Labor &
Delivery, and Postpartum care

= Child health, including immunization

www.pedaids.org
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= Formal partnerships with national-level
reproductive health and child health
service units

= CoOte d’'lvoire and Tanzania

= |Increased partner testing in PMTCT and
Integration of family planning and HIV
services

= Rwanda

= Cervical cancer screening
= Cameroon, Cote d’lvoire, Zambia

www.pedaids.org
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= PMTCT
= Everywhere we work!

= Providing ART in MCH
= Kenya, Lesotho, Swaziland, Zambia
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= Early infant diagnosis model piloted and ready
for roll-out in postnatal and well-child clinics to
focus on reducing missed opportunities
= Uganda

= [ntegrating HIV counseling and testing into
Child Health Day immunization campaigns
= Lesotho

= Training health surveillance assistants to
provide provider-initiated testing and counseling
at EPl/well-child services
= Malawi

www.pedaids.org
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= Led by a technical advisory group

= Activities include:
= Guidance documents and tools
= Support for country programs
= Knowledge sharing and documentation

= Technical exchange meeting with country
and global staff and implementation partners
(April 2010 in Lusaka, Zambia)

= Donors and partnerships
= Communication and advocacy

www.pedaids.org
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Thank you!
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